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OUR MISSION: Helping K-12 teachers teach
economics and personal finance in the public
and independent schools of Georgia.

OUR VISION: Students leaving school prepared
for their economic roles as productive workers,
informed consumers and savers, involved
citizens, and lifelong decision makers in a
globally interdependent world.
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THE GCEE TEAM:
Serving Georgia’s K-12 teachers and students
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Public School Systems Served 

165 of 181 
Blue = Teachers and students from county and

city systems served by GCEE in 2025

(91%)



4,002
Teachers Served

167
Professional Development

Workshops Delivered

29,396
Student Competition

Participants

15,307
Miles Driven to Serve
Teachers & Students

TeacherStudents

By the Numbers
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Student Competitions

ECONSHOWDOWN

Recognizing Student Excellence
The Georgia Council conducts numerous student
competitions throughout the year to give students
opportunities to showcase their economic and
personal finance knowledge. 

A competition that asks high school students
to demonstrate their financial literacy
knowledge.  2025 winners:

Salem High (Rockdale County)
Access Zone Winner

Lambert High (Forsyth County)
State Winner

A quiz bowl style competition for high school
students covering multiple areas of economics.
2025 winners:

David Ricardo Division for general econ students:
Lambert High (Forsyth County)

Adam Smith Division for AP/IB econ students:
Lambert High (Forsyth County)

A 10-week competition in which students invest
a hypothetical $100,000. 
2025 winners:

Spring Winner: Woodville-Tompkins High
(Savannah/Chatham Schools)

Fall Winner: Cambridge High (Fulton County) 

A competition in which 4th and 5th grade
students compete in three rounds: productivity,
economics knowledge, and entrepreneurship.
2025 rural and metro winners:
 

4th Grade Division: Kings Chapel (Henry County),
Springdale Park (Atlanta Public Schools)

5th Grade Division: Schley County Elementary,
Crabapple Lane (Fayette County)
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A competition in which 8th grade
students compete in three rounds:
productivity, economics knowledge, and
entrepreneurship. 2025 winner:

Fall winner: Blake Bass Middle
(Coweta County)



Centers for Economic Education
Georgia College
Dr. Rui Kang, Director

Georgia Southern-Armstrong
Dr. Jason Beck, Director

Georgia State University
Dr. Shelby Frost, Director
Dr. Joe Feinberg, Associate Director

University of Georgia
Dr. Lance Palmer, Director

University of North Georgia
Dr. Michael Gove, Director

Dr. Lauren Bradshaw, Assoc. Director

Savannah State University
Dr. Arav Ouandlous, Director

Valdosta State University
Dr. Sean Lennon, Director

Booth Western Art Museum
The College Board
Consulate General of Canada in Atlanta
Council for Economic Education
Econiful
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
FINRA Investor Education Foundation
Foundation for Economic Education
Foundation for Teaching Economics
Georgia Council for the Social Studies
Georgia Dairy Alliance
Georgia Department of Education
Georgia Humanities

Georgia-Pacific
Georgia Peanut Commission

Georgia Power
Georgia Public Broadcasting

Georgia Securities Association
Georgia State University

Global Economic Education Alliance
Japan-America Society of Georgia

Library of Congress
National Assoc. of Economic Educators
Regional Educational Service Agencies

SIFMA Foundation
TeachRock

University of Georgia - Studio 220
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Partnering Organizations



Georgia Economics Teacher of the Year
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Jeff Foley
Douglas County

High School

In high school, Jeff Foley planned to major in some kind of
science when he went to college, with the possibility of
becoming a doctor. But taking AP economics his senior year
changed his plans.

“On the first day, that class changed the way I think about
everything,” Foley remembers. “I learned that economics
explains choices, tradeoffs, and incentives and gives you a
framework for understanding life. I fell in love with the
subject.”

After graduating with an economics degree from the
University of Georgia, he took a job as a mortgage examiner,
and later as an accountant at UGA. But he didn’t feel like he
was making an impact. He felt a calling towards teaching. And 

since his wife, mother, father, brother and cousins are all in the education field, it wasn’t too far
of a stretch. “Teaching seemed to be the best of both worlds,” says Foley. “It combined my love of
economics and social sciences with my desire to mentor students.” 

After earning a master’s degree in teaching, Foley began teaching history and – the subject he
loves – economics. He now teaches IB economics and IB history at Douglas County High School. 

He comes up with interactive and creative approaches – such as simulations and real-life
examples – to bring economics to life for his students, and constantly looks for new ways to
illustrate how economics is relevant. He’s also been known to throw in a few dad jokes.  

“I want to equip my students with the tools to make sound economic decisions, think critically
about the world, and contribute meaningfully as producers, consumers, citizens, and investors,”
Foley says. “If I can inspire my students the way my teacher once inspired me, then I will have
succeeded.”

Foley has also honed his skills by attending GCEE workshops.

“I wouldn’t be the teacher I am without GCEE and the wonderful work they do,” he says. “I love the
ready-made resources that you can use in your classroom the very next day. GCEE’s resources
are practical, engaging, and relevant, and they’ve helped me become a better teacher. GCEE
truly helps me bring economics to life for my students every single day.”



VanLandingham Commitment to Education Award
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Bobbie McCrackin
Federal Reserve Bank

of Atlanta (retired)

Bobbie McCrackin believes that the time to establish a solid
foundation for economics and personal finance education is
during the K-12 years of a student’s education. And
knowledgeable teachers who are comfortable and confident
with the material are the key to helping children build that
foundation.

Because of that belief, McCrackin has spent her entire career
– first as an economics teacher and then during her 30+ years
at the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta – championing
economic education. 

McCrackin joined the Atlanta Fed in 1982 as a research
economist. Five years later, she was named Public Information
Officer.

“I realized my calling was more in explaining than researching,”
she says. “I could help educate and inform the public on
monetary policy, the Federal Reserve’s purpose and role in the 
economy, and other subject matter that many found confusing.”

She also extended this to teachers. She expanded the bank’s education efforts, adding hands-on
classroom materials, teacher workshops, and instructional videos matched to state teaching
standards. She also grew the program outside Atlanta, establishing economic education
specialist positions in the Atlanta Fed’s five branches around the Southeast.

McCrackin also helped promote economic education by volunteering her time with GCEE,
serving on the board from 1990 to 2014, including chairing several committees and serving as
Secretary-Treasurer. 

McCrackin accomplished much in her long career at the Atlanta Fed but says her proudest
achievement was The Georgia Summit on Economic and Financial Literacy, which led to
an advisory board she put together of economists, outside subject experts, teachers, and other
education professionals. 

 “What we learned was that many teachers felt inadequate when teaching economics and
personal finance,” she says. “A lot of them didn’t have the specific knowledge with a general
social studies certification.”

The result was a financial literacy course for teachers that encompassed a broad spectrum of
personal finance and economic concepts to help them attain basic competency in teaching the
subject that McCrackin feels is important to everybody.

“In a democratic society, everyone is making economic decisions all the time,” she says.
“Whether it’s deciding what groceries to buy, saving for a home, making investments, and even
influencing public policy by voting. Every citizen needs to be informed to make good decisions.”



Program of Excellence
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Whitfield
County
Schools

At the beginning of each semester, Amy Smith, High School
Curriculum Director for Whitfield County Schools, calls GCEE
to see what workshops are available and offers to host them.
She does this to provide teachers with an opportunity to
improve their skills and confidence in teaching economics
and personal finance.

“Teachers benefit tremendously from GCEE workshops
because they are practical and teacher-focused,” Smith says.
“Teachers walk away with a stronger understanding of
economics and personal finance concepts, along with ready-
to-use lessons and activities they can take directly back to
their classrooms.”

As a district, Whitfield County School Schools has long
recognized that economic and financial literacy are not merely academic subjects—they are life
skills that shape students’ futures. Since 2019, the district has hosted 12 different GCEE
workshops for more than 200 teachers. 

It is for this commitment to promoting economics and personal finance education that the
Georgia Council is recognizing Whitfield County with its 2026 Program of Excellence Award.

“Whitfield County is one of the most proactive districts, often asking for the latest workshops
before we even put them out to the public,” says GCEE Associate Director and Chief Program
Officer Chris Cannon. “They market, promote, and encourage their teachers to come to
workshops.”

Whitfield County’s commitment goes beyond workshops. Through partnerships with the
Georgia Department of Economic Development and the Dalton Chamber of Commerce’s Joint
Development Authority, the district offers bus tours that educate the community on the
economic impact of industry in the area. 

“Economic education gives students the tools to make informed decisions about money, work,
and resources while teaching them how to think critically about choices and consequences,”
Smith says. “When students understand economics and personal finance, they are better
prepared to navigate adulthood, contribute to their communities, and participate thoughtfully
in our economy. Simply put, economic education equips students with knowledge they can't
afford not to have.” 



Dr. David Martin Teacher of Promise Award
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Shannon Zangas
Campbell High

School
have transformed student engagement and energized my classroom,” she says. “I would advise
any new economics/personal finance teacher who is looking for help to attend a GCEE workshop.
I am so happy I found them this early in my career!”

“Through teaching economics/personal finance, I have the opportunity to empower students
with financial literacy skills that they can use for the rest of their lives. GCEE is helping me in this
journey.”   

2025 Stock Market Game Hall of Fame Inductees

Dr. Glen
Blankenship

Georgia Securities
Association

When Shannon Zangas first began teaching economics and
personal finance at the beginning of the school year, she felt
intimidated by her limited background in the subject, but
support from the Georgia Council on Economic Education
(GCEE) quickly changed her way of thinking. 

“Through GCEE’s high-quality professional development,
classroom-ready resources, and a supportive community of
fellow educators, what once felt daunting has become a subject
I love teaching,” Shannon says.

“Hands-on workshops and site visits, such as experiences at the
Federal Reserve, have helped bring lessons to life, while
activities like Econoland, Scarcity Zoo, PACED decision-making,
supply and demand simulations, and international trade games 



Kevin Brennan (Chair), Regions Bank
Mazeen Porbandarwala  (Treasurer), Pattillo  
   Industrial Real Estate
Gary Alexander, Community Volunteer
Valarie Asbury, Wells Fargo
Rob Baskin, Sage Communications Advisors
Chandler Boone, Truist Securities
Gayle Cabrera, Truist
Christophe Cadiou, Plum Street Advisors
Heather Coody, Gallopade International
Beth Day, Southern Regional Education Board
Hays Evans, Clover Capital Partners
Dorsey Farr, kdhb V Capital Management
Robert Gaines, GA Partnership for Exc. in Ed.
Hollis Gilliam, Blue Grotto Capital
Amy Hennessy, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
Kenneth Jackson, JECohen
Jason Levitt, KPMG
Nancy Lewis, SouthState Bank
Nathan Lewis, Security Capital Brokerage
Gene Mansour, Southern Company

Rodney Miller, Alston & Bird
Nandy Millner, Merrill Lynch Private Bank
Pierce Nelson, CDC Foundation
Tony Oh, Voya Financial
Lynn Pattillo, The Pittulloch Foundation
Arlethia Perry-Johnson, Community Volunteer
Michael Pond, Truist
David Poroch, Southern Company Gas
Virnilisa Printup, Rockdale County Schools
Michael Rieger, Reliant Real Estate Management
Greg Rollings, Waffle House
John Swinton, Georgia College
Grant Thomas, Federal Agency Executive
Angel Vasell, UPS
Phil Walsh, Deloitte
William Wesley, Delta Community Credit Union
Rob Wicking, BNY Mellon Wealth Management
Matt Wolfersberger, Georgia Retirement System
Scott Wolle, Invesco
Brett Wooten, Landmark Financial Capital

Board of Trustees
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Statement of Assets and Net Assets
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Contributors
$100,000 or More
Pittulloch Foundation
Stone Mountain Industrial
     Park, Inc.
The Robert W. Woodruff Fdn.

$50,000 to $99,999
Community Foundation of 
Greater Atlanta
Georgia-Pacific 
Georgia Power Foundation
Georgia Securities Assoc.
Library of Congress 
Regions Foundation
UPS Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Capital Group
FINRA Foundation
Kazanjian Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Zeist Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Thomas R. Brown Foundation 
Christophe Cadiou 
Detwiler Family Foundation
Invesco
Nordson Corporation
Primerica Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Bradley-Turner Foundation
Delta Community Credit Union
John and Mary Franklin Fdn.
Publix Charities

$2,500 to $4,999
Fund for American Studies 
BNYM (matching)
Council for Econ Education
Amy Hennessy
LabCorp
Tony Oh
Voya 
Waffle House Foundation
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$1,000 to $2,499
Gary Alexander
The Atlanta Foundation
Bank of America (matching)
Glen Blankenship 
Judy Butler
Ron Domanico
Sally Finch
Foundation for Econ Ed
GA Financial Services Fdn.
Richard Goldsmith
Mark Jauquet
Harley Langdale Jr. Fdn.
Jason Levitt
David Martin
Pattillo Management
Karen Pickerill
Mazeen Porbandarwala
Mike Raymer
SouthState Bank
Rob Wicking
Thea Williams
Matt Wolfersberger

$500 to $999
Beverly Armento
Pat Barron 
Cynthia Bennett
Gayle Cabrera
Ben Cheek
Mark DeCourcy 
Joe Feinberg
Pierce Nelson
Lynn Pattillo
Smith & Howard 
Joshua Steinert 
Tom Upchurch

$250 to $499
Ryan Barnes 
Sara and Michael Baxter
Eddie Bennett
Tracy Bradshaw
Sharon Coleman
Mark Johnson
Robert McNair
Nandy Millner
Sherilyn Narker

Up to $249
Valarie Asbury
Nathan Baca
Scott Bacon
Rob Baskin
Angie Battle
Audrey Baxter 
Adam Bazemore
Jason Beck
Matt Beecher
Kris Bertelsen
Mary Beth Romo
Antonio Bonton 
Kevin Brennan
Jamie Brotemarkle
Armand Brown
Sarah Brown
Julie Budnik
Ashley Byard
Chris Cannon
Laurie Cannon
Melissa Cannon
Louiza Case
Kathleen Cesar
Kathleen Cesar 
Jonathan Chrizst
Matt Cochard
Heather Coody
John Cook 
GA Council for the 
    Social  Studies
Jennifer Davidson
Greg Davis
Jacquelynn Davis
Beth Day
Naseer DeMoss 
Clementina Diaz 
Stacy Dockter
Lisa Dodge
Nicole Dotson
Karen Douglas 

$250 to $499 (cont.)
David Poroch
Greg Rollings
William Sams
Kellan Strain
Grant Thomas
Mary Wearn
JoAnn Wood 

Up to $249 (cont.)
Dan Drmacich
Michael Drmacich
Laverne Duthie
Economics Arkansas 
Kathaleena Edward Monds
Craig Ellis
Vanessa Ellis
Joel Fallon
Tiffany Fannin
Bev Ferguson
Eric Fields
Melissa Frey
Shelby Frost
Elfi Funk
Troy Gascoyne
Cathy Geis
Dave George
Hollis Gilliam
Angela Goddard
Austin Green
Gairy Hall
Chris Heffernan
Jim Heffernan
Michael Herndon 
Andrew Hill
Kim Holder 
Eloise Holland 
Tammy Howard
Charmaine James 
Kristen Johnson
Jeff Jones
Chandler Jordan
Melanie Kellam
David Kendrick
Susan King 
Megan Kirts
Pam Knauer
Brian Kovach
John Kruggel
Amy Krzyzanowski
James Kunz
Laura Lampron
Randolph Landry
Jana Lane
Nancy Lang
Jessica Lewis
James Marton
Marsha Masters
Shelee McCorkle

Up to $249 (cont.)
Tom Mckeown
Michael Melvin
Chris Mercer
Bonnie Meszaros
Jerry Mills
Dawn Morgan
Melanie Mortimer
Dale Ninivaggi
Annie Nogg 
Joe Nunn
Jess Palazzolo 
Kip Palmateer
Brian Parsons
Susan Patrohay 
Arlethia Perry-Johnson
Maryann Plowden
Lori Raymer
Carsten Reichel
Ivory Roberson
Chris Root
Marian Rosario
Becky Ryckeley
Angela Sattinger
Erica Scripture
Joshua Shelton
Carole Sherer
Ross Shoemaker
Robert Smith
Lisa Smith
Daniel Sobczak
Gretna Soltis
Brennan Strain
Mary Suiter 
Selena Swartzfager
John Swinton
Eric Thomas
Misha Thompson
Julie Turner
Kevin and Carol Tuschl 
Ron VanSickle
Jamie Wagner
Bryan Wallace
Julie Weaver
Rhonda Webb
Joshua White
Princeton Williams
Shannon Winter
Jadrian Wooten



75 Piedmont Avenue, NE
Suite 700

Atlanta, GA 30303

https://www.gcee.org/
https://www.instagram.com/gacouncileconed/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/georgia-council-on-economic-education/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/georgiaecon1

	2025 ANNUAL REPORT
	OUR MISSION: Helping K-12 teachers teach economics and personal finance in the public and independent schools of Georgia.
	OUR VISION: Students leaving school prepared for their economic roles as productive workers, informed consumers and savers, involved citizens, and lifelong decision makers in a globally interdependent world.
	THE GCEE TEAM: Serving Georgia’s K-12 teachers and students
	Public School Systems Served
	165 of 181
	(91%)
	Blue = Teachers and students from county and city systems served by GCEE in 2025


	By the Numbers
	4,002 Teachers Served
	167 Professional Development Workshops Delivered
	29,396
	Student Competition Participants

	15,307
	Miles Driven to Serve Teachers & Students TeacherStudents
	GCEE ANNUAL REPORT 2025



	Student Competitions
	Recognizing Student Excellence
	ECONSHOWDOWN

	Partnering Organizations
	Booth Western Art Museum The College Board Consulate General of Canada in Atlanta Council for Economic Education Econiful Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta FINRA Investor Education Foundation Foundation for Economic Education Foundation for Teaching Economics Georgia Council for the Social Studies Georgia Dairy Alliance Georgia Department of Education Georgia Humanities
	Georgia-Pacific Georgia Peanut Commission Georgia Power Georgia Public Broadcasting Georgia Securities Association Georgia State University Global Economic Education Alliance Japan-America Society of Georgia Library of Congress National Assoc. of Economic Educators Regional Educational Service Agencies SIFMA Foundation TeachRock University of Georgia - Studio 220

	Centers for Economic Education
	Georgia College Dr. Rui Kang, Director
	University of North Georgia Dr. Michael Gove, Director Dr. Lauren Bradshaw, Assoc. Director
	Georgia Southern-Armstrong Dr. Jason Beck, Director
	Savannah State University Dr. Arav Ouandlous, Director
	Georgia State University Dr. Shelby Frost, Director Dr. Joe Feinberg, Associate Director
	Valdosta State University Dr. Sean Lennon, Director
	University of Georgia Dr. Lance Palmer, Director
	GCEE ANNUAL REPORT 2025

	Georgia Economics Teacher of the Year
	Jeff Foley Douglas County High School
	GCEE ANNUAL REPORT 2025


	VanLandingham Commitment to Education Award
	Bobbie McCrackin Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta (retired)
	GCEE ANNUAL REPORT 2025


	Program of Excellence
	Whitfield County Schools
	GCEE ANNUAL REPORT 2025


	Dr. David Martin Teacher of Promise Award
	Shannon Zangas Campbell High School
	2025 Stock Market Game Hall of Fame Inductees
	Georgia Securities Association
	Dr. Glen Blankenship

	GCEE ANNUAL REPORT 2025

	Board of Trustees
	Statement of Assets and Net Assets
	GCEE ANNUAL REPORT 2025

	Contributors
	75 Piedmont Avenue, NE Suite 700 Atlanta, GA 30303

